


Letter from the President

Assalamu `alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh,

Insha' Allah you are reading this message in the highest state of imanand the utmost state of excite-
ment for MSA West this year.

Welcome to the 9th Annual MSA West Conference, `Ibad Ur-Rahman: Servants ofthe Most Gracious.
For the past four months, students from all over the West Coast have been working diligently on this
conference to make it successful.The theme for the conference this year will focus on the spiritual
and social nature of `Ibad Ur-Rahman, which Allah (swt) describes in surat ul-Furqan. Throughout the
conference you will see how being "Servants ofthe Most Gracious" is manifested not only on a spiri-
tual level,but also on a political and social level in today's society.

I challenge you to leave the conference this year with an action plan.I want you to set goals and
objectives, layout your strategy and achieve the impossible. Use the fire,the energy,the bond of
brotherhood and sisterhood and all ofthe jewels you will gain from MSA West to develop a better
relationship with Allah (swt) and to further your activism within the Muslim community.

Dear brothers and sisters,many fitnahs have befallen the Ummah in this day and age,and there needs
to be change! If you are interested in being a part of this change,then keep that flame up after the
MSA West Conference and make sure you get involved in the upcoming MSA West projects!

On behalfof MSA West,we hope you benefit from the conference, and we look forward to seeing
you at future MSA West events!

Jazakum Allahu Khayran,

Amir Mertaban

MSA West Amir
2006-2007 MSA West Conference

 



Event Schedule
FRIDAY , JANUARY  12TH

6:00 PM Registration
Location: University Park

6:45 PM `Isha’Prayer 
Location: University Park

7:00 PM Activity: ScavengerHunt & Ta`aruf Session
Location: Brothers in Centaurus, Sisters in Ursa Minor

8:10 PM Break

8:30 PM Main Session #1
“Paradise in the Heart: Reconnecting to ar-Rahman”
Speakers: Sh. Sadullah Khan, Br. Basim El-Karra
Moderator:Amir Mertaban
Location: Ursa Major
The Messenger of Allah said: "If someone wants to know what position he enjoys in the eyes 
of God, he has only to look at what place he gives to God [in his heart and life]." This session 
focuses on our relationship with Allah (swt) and the mutual love between the Most Gracious and His 
creation. The speakers address how we can translate the love of Allah and conscious understanding of
our din into practical action as students.

9:45 PM Housing Assignments

10:30 PM Qiyam ul-Layl
Location:Ursa Minor

SATURDAY , JANUARY  13TH

9:00 AM Registration/Breakfast
Location:University Park 

10:00 AM Morning Hype Session
Location: Brothers in University Park, Sisters in the Plaza

10:30 AM Main Session #2
“Living by La ilaha illa Allah”
Speakers: Imam Mohammad Abdel-Azeez, Sr. Naiyerah Kolkailah
Moderator:Arif Shaikh
Location: Ursa Major
True belief in La ilaha illa Allah is that which outwardly manifests in our lives to shape and define 
our existence. Allah (swt) says in the Qur'an: "Say: 'Indeed my prayers, my sacrifice, my living and 
my dying are for Allah, Lord of the Worlds'" (6:162-3). This session explores what it means to elevate
La ilaha illa Allah as students and how we can make our lives revolve around this ultimate truth. 



11:55 AM Workshop Session #1 (refer to page 6-7)
- MSA 101 (Andromeda Suite) 
- Introduction:Why Should We Do Da`wah?(England Evans)
- Getting Active: The 101 (Ursa Minor) 
- Characteristics of `Ibad ur-Rahman: Infaq, Spending for the Sake of Allah (Orion AB)
- Characteristics of `Ibad ur-Rahman: The Qur’an, A Living Miracle(Centaurus)
- Purification of the Soul: Repentance (Ursa Major BC)
- The Prophetic Style of Giving Nasiha (Orion AB)
- The Most Righteous Role Models (Ursa Major A)

1:25 PM Dhuhr Prayer/Lunch
Location:University Park

2:20 PM Ummah Tour: Domestic Style (refer to page 13)
- Broken Homes (Andromeda Suite) 
- Campus Under Siege (Centaurus)
- Slavery in the 21st Century (Orion Suite) 
- Workers of the World Unite! (Ursa Minor)
- Immigrants Built this Nation (England Evans)

3:45 PM `Asr Prayer
Location:University Park

3:55 PM Workshop Session #2 (refer to page 8-9)
- MSA 102 (Andromeda Suite) 
- Da`wah Conversation: Techniques & Speaking Pointers (England Evans)
- Getting Active: The 101 (Ursa Minor) 
- Characteristics of `Ibad ur-Rahman: Mercy Upon Mankind (Orion AB)
- Characteristics of `Ibad ur-Rahman: The True Jihad(Centaurus)
- Purification of the Soul: TheHeart (Orion C)
- Being Mathematical Muslims (Ursa Major A)
- Building the Ukhuwwah(Brother/Sisterhood) (Ursa Major BC)

5:25PM Maghrib Prayer/Dinner
Location:University Park

6:10 PM Film Festival (refer to page 13)
- The 4th World War (Centaurus) - Ummah Films (Ursa Minor)
- Occupation 101 (Ursa Major)

7:40 PM `Isha’Prayer
Location:University Park

8:00 PM MSA West Session
Location:Ursa Major

8:55 PM Main Session #3
“Inheritors of the Torch: Reviving the Glory of Islam”
Speakers: Imam Mohammad Abdel-Azeez, Br. Ahmed Shama, Sr. Muslema Purmul
Moderator:Mohammad Mertaban
Location: Ursa Major
"He it is Who made you vicegerents in the earth…" (35:39). Muslims have been charged with the 
responsibility of being deputies of Allah (swt). How does this apply to us as students? What character-
istics do we need to fulfill this trust domestically & internationally? This session addresses these 
questions and gives us tips on how to utilize our studies & careers to help grant Islam its victory.

10:25 PM Sports Session



SUNDAY , JANUARY  14TH

9:30 AM Registration/Breakfast
Location:University Park 

10:00 AM Morning Hype Session
Location: Brothers in University Park, Sisters in the Plaza

10:30 AM Main Session #4
“Building a House of Taqwa”
Speakers: Sr. Noha Alshugairi, Sh. Sadullah Khan
Moderator:Angie Ellaboudy
Location: Ursa Major
A Muslim's vicegerency on Earth begins within the home. The Qur'an reminds us to say, "My Lord, 
make me grateful for Your favor which You have shown to me and to both my parents, and let me act 
honorably so that You may approve of it. Be good to me with respect to my offspring; I have turned 
toward You and am one of those who are Muslims" (46:15). The speakers remind us of our duties to 
our current family and offer practical advice towards a prospective family, providing the pillars to build
our own homes of God consciousness.

11:45 AM “Gender Relations”
- Brothers in Ursa Minor; Sisters in Ursa Major

12:45 PM Dhuhr Prayer/Working Lunch
Location:University Park
Get Involved Sessions (during Lunch)
- Education & Training Committee (England Evans)
- High School Committee (Andromeda Suite)
- Free Palestine Campaign (Ursa Major A)

1:55 PM Workshop Session #3 (refer to page 10-11)
- MSA 103 (Andromeda Suite) 
- Mock Dialogues: Answering Tough Questions (England Evans)
- Getting Active: the 101 (Ursa Minor) 
- Characteristics of `Ibad ur-Rahman: Tahajjud, A Night Appointment with ar-Rahman (Orion AB)
- Characteristics of `Ibad ur-Rahman: Du`a’, The Essence of Worship (Orion C)
- Purification of the Soul: TheTongue (Orion C) 
- The Value of Time (Centaurus)
- Excellent Character: A Must for a Mu’min (Ursa Major BC)

3:10 PM `Asr Prayer
Location:University Park

3:30 PM Delegate Meeting
Location:Ursa Minor

4:20 PM Main Session #5
“Upholding the Honor: Carriers of the Divine Message”
Speakers: Amir Abdel Malik Ali, Br. Ahmed Shama
Moderator:Mohamad Ahmad
Location: Ursa Major
Muslims have been honored and dignified as carriers of the divine message of Islam. Allah (swt) says 
in the Qur'an: "You are the best of nations brought forth to mankind; you enjoin what is good and for-
bid what is evil and believe in Allah…" (3:110). What is true 'izzah(honor), and what differentiates it 
from arrogance? The speakers expand on the importance of possessing this `izzahand address its prac-
tical implications on our responsibility of guiding mankind towards righteousness.



Workshops Session 1
MSA 101: F ULFILLING THE  PURPOSE

All MSAs have strengths and weaknesses. This workshop will discuss and address specific
issues within your MSAincluding effective outreach, conflict resolution, leadership develop-
ment, balanced programming, etc. Come meet and collaborate with people from different
MSAs. Learn about what has worked for different MSAs and what has not. You will not only
gain networking skills, but you will be able to take concrete solutions to fix common MSA
problems back to your respective school. This workshop is designed to address the needs of
your MSAs, so make sure you come prepared with questions to ask and questions to answer!

I NTRODUCTION : W HY  DO W E DO DA` WAH ?

Are you sometimes confused about where to start with your da`wah or how you should do it?
Are you afraid of people's response because you don't have a comeback? Well, perfect! This
workshop will focus on certain Da'wah conversation techniques that will help you organize
your thoughts when giving da'wah and also shed light on some speaking pointers that will dras-
tically improve your verbal and non-verbal attitude and communication. We will also be featur-
ing the Why Islam "BDM: The Back Door Method." Come check it out!        

GETTING  ACTIVE : T HE  101

Politics and Islam are two inseparable subjects.  As Muslims, we are not permitted to remain
silent when witnessing injustice. We need to be aware of and understand the diversity of politi-
cal issues arising in our communities. Furthermore, we must fulfill our religious obligation to
stand against injustice and seek the empowerment of all. This workshop will be a guide to
developing political activism on campus to ensure you have the necessary tools to continue
your activism post-graduation. Specifics addressed during this workshop will include: past suc-
cesses, identifying issues and targets, building coalitions as well as various methods of action. 

Omair Kamil & Nadia Aziz

Shahid Ali & Amir Mertaban

Bassem Shama &  Zahra Billoo

THE  M OST RIGHTEOUS  ROLE  M ODELS

Out of every generation ever to exist from mankind, one generation stands out above the rest --
the generation of the companions of the Messenger of Allah (saws). For through their efforts
and the Grace of Allah (swt), Islam spread to every corner of the known world. They were a
generation whom Allah (swt) declared His pleasure with, and they were pleased with Him.
Come learn what made this generation so great, and how you as a college student can learn to
be like them!

Mohamad Ahmad & Annan Aboul-Nasr



I NFAQ : SPENDING FOR THE  SAKE OF ALLAH

An integral aspect of the characteristics of `ibad ur-Rahmanis that of infaq, or spending for the
sake of Allah (swt). We are commanded in the Qur'an to "Believe in Allah and His Messenger,
and spend out of what He has made you to be successors of; for those of you who believe and
spend shall have a great reward" (57:7). You would like to spend but you are a poor college
student, you say? Well, come to this workshop to learn the realities of spending for the sake of
Allah, and how even a poor college student can spend a lot!

THE  QUR ’AN : A L IVING  M IRACLE

Many of our current problems stem from not having a strong relationship with the Qur`an. We
may have read much or all of it during Ramadan, but what role does it play in our lives now?
How much of what we read from Allah's words goes beyond mere utterance of the tongue? Do
we reflect upon its meanings? Do we follow its commands? The Qur'an is not only a living
miracle, but a guide for those who seek the light of Allah (swt) and a message we must embody
to gain true success in this life and the Hereafter. Come to this workshop for a powerful inter-
active discussion on how we can re-elevate the words of Allah - in importance and applica-
tion!!        

PURIFICATION OF THE  SOUL : REPENTANCE

In purifying the soul, one must first realize how much darkness can occupy it because of bad
deeds. Repentance is the first step towards cleansing the soul. Admitting and seeking forgive-
ness for one's mistakes and shortcomings is one of the characteristics of a believer; it allows
the Muslim to realize his/her role in this world as a servant of Allah (swt). Without repentance,
we are in essence giving up on the Mercy of Allah (swt) and choosing not to humble ourselves
to the Most Forgiving.  This workshop will focus on the importance of repentance and walk us
through its steps.

Abdul Ghafoor Mahboob

Ghaith Al-Jazzar 

THE  PROPHETIC  STYLE OF GIVING  NASIHA

Has anyone ever come up to you to ask for advice on a certain situation? Or have you noticed a
problem, but didn't know quite the right way to approach a person or the situation without
offending anyone? Giving advice is an art that requires patience, compassion and the ability to
choose the right words at the right time. This workshop will provide us with concrete examples
on how to give Nasiha(advice) from the life of the Prophet (saws) and teach us the skills we
need to give advice with wisdom and tact. 

Osman Umarji

Arif Shaikh & Sarah Tantawy



Workshops Session 2
MSA 102: F ULFILLING THE  PURPOSE

In this workshop, we will expand on the discussion of the purposes of an MSA. Seven major
aspects of student life that allow an MSAto fulfill its purposes will be presented. These include
the religious and spiritual dimension of the MSA, the social aspect, education of Muslims,
da`wah to non-Muslims, standing up for political justice, community service, and the academic
aspect of the MSA. Each of these will be discussed in detail with strategies & ideas for events
that allow the aspects to be implemented. This workshop is designed for all MSAs and will
provide a forum for members to exchange ideas that have worked on their own campuses.

DA` WAH  CONVERSATION : T ECHNIQUES  & SPEAKING  POINTERS

Are you sometimes confused about where to start with your da`wah or how you should do it?
Are you afraid of people's response because you don't have a comeback? Well, perfect! This
workshop will focus on certain da'wahconversation techniques that will help you organize
your thoughts when giving da'wah and also shed light on some speaking pointers that will dras-
tically improve your verbal and non-verbal attitude and communication. We will also be featur-
ing the Why Islam "BDM: The Back Door Method." Come check it out!        

GETTING  ACTIVE : T HE  101

Politics and Islam are two inseparable subjects.  As Muslims, we are not permitted to remain
silent when witnessing injustice. We need to be aware of and understand the diversity of politi-
cal issues arising in our communities. Furthermore, we must fulfill our religious obligation to
stand against injustice and seek the empowerment of all. This workshop will be a guide to
developing political activism on campus to ensure you have the necessary tools to continue
your activism post-graduation. Specifics addressed during this workshop will include: past suc-
cesses, identifying issues and targets, building coalitions as well as various methods of action. 

Omair Kamil & Nadia Aziz

Shahid Ali & Amir Mertaban

Bassem Shama &  Zahra Billoo

M ERCY  UPON  M ANKIND  (PBUH )

In this day and age, our Muslim youth often find themselves looking up to athletes or perform-
ers for suitable role models. Unfortunately, they have forgotten the true role model of all time:
the Prophet Muhammad (saws). Allah (swt) says: "You have, indeed, in the Messenger of Allah
an excellent example for whoever hopes for Allah and the Last Day and remembers Allah
much" (33:21).  As Muslims, our character, da`wah and activism develop through not only
studying the legacy our beloved messenger left us with, but also applying his example to all
our interactions. Come to this workshop to learn more about the greatest mu`allim (teacher) and
what is required of us to be like him.

Arif Shaikh



THE  TRUE J IHAD

Allah (swt) commands us to practice jihad: "And strive in God's cause with all the striving that
is due to Him…" (22:78). What is the true meaning of jihad and what are the different types of
jihad? How was it implemented in the early days of Islam, and when is it appropriate? Our ene-
mies have twisted the meaning of this beautiful concept to mean 'holy war' or 'terrorism,' and it
is incumbent on us now more than ever to arm ourselves with knowledge and stand up for the
truth. This workshop is designed to help us understand how we can destroy the corrupted
image of jihad and elucidate what our role is in the struggle.

PURIFICATION OF THE  SOUL : T HE  H EART

The Messenger of Allah said: "Indeed, in the body there is a piece of flesh - if it is sound the
entire body will be sound, and if it is spoiled, the entire body will be spoiled. That (piece of
flesh) is the heart." The qalb (heart) is the locus of feeling and emotion that powers our con-
nection to Allah (swt) when filled with Iman, and leads us astray when it is dead. Sustaining a
live and healthy heart requires constant protection of the senses -- the doorways to the heart -
and continuous purification by filling it with the light of Allah (swt). Through this workshop,
we will learn how to soften our own hearts to be of those who will, in sha' Allah, meet their
Creator on the Day of Judgment with a sound heart.

BEING  M ATHEMATICAL  M USLIMS

As Muslim students, we have many ways of doing good for the sake of Allah (swt) and racking
up on hasanat(good deeds). Unfortunately, we sometimes take all these opportunities for
granted. If we are sincerely aiming for jannat al-Firdaws (the highest level of Jannah), we can-
not afford to pass up all the wonderful opportunities Allah (swt) gives us to please Him. We
must learn to be Mathematical Muslims to give ourselves the motivation that will ground us on
the path of the righteous servants of Allah (swt). This is a unique workshop that will show us
how we can change our mindset and actions to become mathematical Muslims.

Osman Umarji

Kareem Elsayed & Mohammad Mertaban

BUILDING THE UKHUWWAH  (B ROTHER / SISTERHOOD )

As Muslims, we must strive to work for the sake of Allah (swt). In doing so, it becomes inef-
fective to work solely by ourselves. Working in teams and groups gives our work fortification
and power, and helps us repel the attacks of shaytanagainst us as individuals. By unifying our-
selves under one body and as one community, we create a strong Muslim Identity within our
ummah. Come to this workshop for tips on different ways to create, maintain and sustain the
Muslim brotherhood and sisterhood in your school or community.

Marya Bangee & Yasser Ahmed

Abdullah Zikria



Workshops Session 3
MSA 103: C OMMON  CHALLENGES

All MSAs face challenges when working for the sake of Allah (swt), as He tests us in different
ways. In this workshop, we will discuss some of the major challenges that occur on most cam-
puses.  Most MSAs have problems recruiting and training new members.  Many MSAs have
disagreements that arise out of differences in ideology amongst members.  Nearly every MSA
suffers from gender interaction issues. Each situation is unique. We will present general strate-
gies to address these problems that you can apply. Attendees will also have the opportunity to
learn how other MSAs have dealt with these issues. This workshop is designed for more devel-
oped MSAs.

M OCK  D IALOGUES : A NSWERING  TOUGH  QUESTIONS

"Why are all Muslims terrorists?" "Why can Muslims marry four wives?" "Why do men
oppress their women?" Having a hard time finding convincing answers to these questions?
You're not the only one! This interactive workshop will be a Mock Dialogue Session where one
person plays the role of the Muslim and the other plays the role of the questioner. In this work-
shop, you will get hands-on training on how to answer these tough questions, and much more.
It's fun, interactive and very practical! Are you up for the challenge?

GETTING  ACTIVE : T HE  101

Politics and Islam are two inseparable subjects.  As Muslims, we are not permitted to remain
silent when witnessing injustice. We need to be aware of and understand the diversity of politi-
cal issues arising in our communities. Furthermore, we must fulfill our religious obligation to
stand against injustice and seek the empowerment of all. This workshop will be a guide to
developing political activism on campus to ensure you have the necessary tools to continue
your activism post-graduation. Specifics addressed during this workshop will include: past suc-
cesses, identifying issues and targets, building coalitions as well as various methods of action. 

Omair Kamil & Nadia Aziz

Shahid Ali &Amir Mertaban

Bassem Shama &  Zahra Billoo

DU` A ’:  THE  ESSENCE OF W ORSHIP

When faced with difficulties and stressful situations, many times we turn to friends or loved
ones for help and support, and forget the One who holds ultimate power over our lives.
Whether in times of need, suffering, joy or good health, du`a' becomes a reflection of our
servitude to Allah (swt), and the trust we have in Him to continue providing us with blessings
and alleviate our pains whenever we experience them. Du`a' thus becomes the weapon of the
believers; without it we are defenseless against Shaytanand the perils of life. This workshop
will focus on the importance of du`a' and also how we can integrate du`a' into our daily lives.     

Ahmad Sobh



TAHAJJUD : A N IGHT  APPOINTMENT WITH AR -RAHMAN

Carrying the message of Islam is not an easy task. While Allah (swt) made the night as a time
of rest and comfort, He also made it the prime time for spiritual development to power our
servitude of His deen during the day. `Umar (ra) once said: "If I sleep during the night, I will
lose myself, and if I sleep during the day, I will lose my ummah." This is not a standard we
must follow, but rather an example of the companions' devotion to tahajjudand their under-
standing of its significance. Come to this workshop to find out how you can gradually incorpo-
rate tahajjudinto your life, even as a busy student.

PURIFICATION OF THE  SOUL : T HE  TONGUE

The tongue is an organ which Allah (swt) has given us control over to use however we please.
Some will utilize it to speak the truth, enjoin what is good, and forbid what is evil, while others
may use it to backbite, lie and slander. The tongue is an instrument of immense power and
influence, therefore we must first be cautious of its transgressions and then seek to guard it to
the same extent the Prophets and companions did. This workshop will highlight the importance
of protecting and purifying our speech, and help increase our awareness of what we choose to
use our mouths for.

THE  VALUE OF TIME

We will never gain back the minute that has just passed us by. In this day and age, we are
increasingly pressed for time, as hours seem shorter and we always have more and more things
to do. Today, we are told that procrastination is acceptable, laziness is normal, and goal setting
is only for the exceptional. Time management is a skill that if mastered early, will benefit us
for the rest of our lives in anything we do. Learning to maximize our time will prove that even
the most common of us can accomplish numerous and great things. This workshop is designed
to provide practical tips on time management, creating daily, monthly and yearly schedules, as
well as goal setting.  

Sabiha Ameen &Lena Khan

Mohammad Mertaban

EXCELLENT  CHARACTER : A M UST FOR A M U 'MIN

Nothing on the Day of Judgment will weigh heavier on the scale than good akhlaq(character).
The Messenger of Allah (swt) said: "I have not been sent but to perfect moral character." As we
seek to be among `ibad ur-Rahman, our behavior and mannerisms must live up to this honor
and our excellent character must reflect in all our social interactions and activism. This work-
shop will explore the vast sphere of akhlaqand lay out steps for fortifying our akhlaqthrough-
out our daily lives and especially in times of trial.

Adeel Syed & Khadeeja Abdullah

Jamaal Diwan



Speaker Biographies
BR. AHMED SHAMA

Ahmed Shama served as the President of MSA-UCLAin 1998-2000. He was also the Editor-in-Chief of the Al-Talib Newsmagazine
at UCLA. Shama is one of the founders of MSAWest. He currently resides in Southern California with his three best friends: his wife
Amy, and his two daughters, Maryam & Iman Shama. 

AMIR ABDEL M ALIK ALI

Abdel Malik Ali is the Amir of Masjid Al-Islam in Oakland California. He represents the Assabiqun Movement under the leadership of
Imam Abdul Alim Musa.

BR. BASIM ELKARRA

Basim Elkarra is a former UC Berkeley MSAand MSAWest President and currently serves as the Executive Director of the Council
on American-Islamic Relations-Sacramento Valley Office (CAIR-SV). His experience in the realm of activism includes work with vari-
ous non-profit organizations, the Human Rights Commission of the City and County of San Francisco, congressional campaigns, inter-
faith dialogues, as well as extensive work within the Muslim community on an educational and organizational level. As Executive
Director, Elkarra leads CAIR's efforts in the Sacramento Valley to empower and protect the civil liberties of the Muslim community.
Elkarra, a San Francisco native, holds a B.S. in Political Science & Middle Eastern Studies from the University of California, Berkeley.

I MAM M OHAMMAD ABDEL -A ZEEZ

Imam Mohammed Abdel-Azeez is the religious leader of the SALAM Islamic Center in Sacramento, CA. Imam Azeez was educated
in Medicine, political science, sociology, Islamic history and Islamic theology. He holds an MD from Ain Shams University, a BAfrom
Ohio State University, and an MAfrom University of Chicago. Imam Azeez has been involved in Islamic activism and education for
the past ten years. He worked with and taught Islam at numerous institutions from the Midwest to the West Coast. 

SR. M USLEMA PURMUL

Muslema Purmul was born in Raleigh, North Carolina to Afghan parents. She graduated from the University of California at San
Diego with a double-major in Religious Studies and Middle Eastern Studies. She has served in MAS, MSAat UCSD, and MSAWest
at various capacities. She recently completed nine months of studying Arabic in Cairo, Egypt.

SR. N OHA ALSHUGAIRI

Noha Alshugairi, a Master's student in the Marriage and Family Therapy program at California State University, Fullerton, has been
married for 22 years. She has been blessed with four wonderful children. For Alshugairi, family has always been a priority. She strong-
ly believes that a strong family unit is the basis of a strong Muslim community. Most importantly she knows first hand the challenges
facing Muslim families as they struggle to raise their children in the United States. Alshugairi is keenly interested in helping the
American Muslim family integrate faith and culture in the U.S. 

SHAYKH SADULLAH K HAN

Shaykh Sadullah Khan, having memorized the Qur'an at the age of eight, studied Law in South Africa, Journalism in Britain and
Islamic Studies in Egypt.  Founder of the Islamic College of Southern Africa, where he also served as head of the Qur'anic Studies
Department; Khan served as  Editor of South Africa's first Islamic monthly newspaper “Muslim Views.” Khan currently serves as the
Lecturer for the Academy of Judaic, Christian and Islamic Studies at UCLA, the Director of Muslim Affairs at the University of
Southern California, the Advisor to the Islamic Studies program at Claremont Graduate University, and Executive Director at the
Islamic Center of Irvine.

SR. N AIYERAH K OLKAILAH

Naiyerah Kolkailah is a senior at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, majoring in Biology and minoring in Religious Studies. She formerly served
as President of the MSAon her campus, where she has been active for the last four years. She is also a vital member of the San Luis
Obispo Muslim community where she teaches Arabic, Qur'an and Religious Studies at the Islamic school and through private tutoring. She
also serves on the Board of Directors of the Islamic Society of San Luis Obispo County, and is currently the Vice Amirah of MSAWest.



CAMPUS UNDER  SIEGE Zahra Billoo

Education represents one of the fundamental rights and responsibilities of a Muslim. This is what under-
scores the idea of Islam as a revolutionary ideology, ironically the era prior to the advent of Islam is
referred to as the Jahiliah, or the Ignorance. The opening word of the noble Qu'ran was none other than
Iqra' (read). Thus learning and knowledge becomes an obligation upon each and every one of us. In light
of this understanding, we must realize that the key institution of learning in the United States is unques-
tionably under fire: that is the University. This workshop will explore the problems and obstacles facing
universities from issues regarding funding, enrollment, and institutional problems such as its involvement
in the military industrial complex. 

SLAVERY IN THE  21ST CENTURY Nadia Aziz

Slavery was never abolished in the United States. In fact it is constitutionally approved, "Neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly con-
victed, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction." One of the most
powerful and fastest growing industries within the United States is what is referred to as the prison
industrial complex. This workshop will examine the idea of the prison industrial complex in the United
States in the context of racism as a means of exploitation.

W ORKERS OF THE  W ORLD  UNITE ! Sameera Siddiqui

Exploitation is the key word in understanding the global labor crisis. Multinational corporations are
responsible for creating a world of turmoil through their constant outsourcing of jobs with the hopes of
increasing profit margins. These corporations leave unprecedented levels of unemployment in their wake;
in addition to creating havoc in other countries by employing people to work in inhumane conditions and
for near-nothing wages. Exploitation and labor are set to be some of the most explosive issues of the
coming years especially as the gap between the rich and poor continues to grow. This workshop seeks to
understand the way that labor is used and abused and how we can help the working classes of the world. 

I MMIGRANTS  BUILT THIS  NATION Melissa Barreto

The United States is a nation of immigrants. Today immigration has become a headline issue in the
American political scene. The issue is primarily concerned with the flow of immigrants along the south-
ern border with Mexico. Ironically these predominantly Mexican immigrants are crossing into the same
land that 159 years prior was sovereign Mexican territory, and they call them illegal. As absurd as much
of the debate surrounding immigration is, the real causes of these huge numbers of immigrants are often
neglected. This workshop aims to provide a basic understanding of some of the key causes of the flow of
immigrants into the country, and what needs to be done to resolve this issue. 

Ummah Tour: Domestic Style

BROKEN  H OMES Sabeen Shaiq

Domestic Violence is a rampant problem within American society. Societies are built on the success of
family units; as such we are witnessing the break down of the family through a variety of processes in
the United States. Often times Muslims feel that we are immune to these issues, but in reality these
issues are eating at the core of the primary societal structure in Islam; the family. This workshop will
briefly examine the different types of domestic violence as well as ways to prevent and eliminate it from
our societies by starting at the source of the problem. 



Film Festival

UMMAH  FILMS

Baba Ali's "Reminder Series" has drawn a world-wide audience through his unique approach to Islam. Through a fresh,
funny and brutally honest perspective, Baba Ali explores many of the issues within the Muslim community. What sets
Ummah Films apart, however, is the use of entertainment and humor to reach out to the masses who usually do not attend
lectures or services at the mosques to learn about Islam. The newest episode of Ummah Films will premiere here!

THE  4TH  W ORLD  W AR

While our airwaves are crowded with talk of a new world war, narrated by generals and punctuated by bombs, the human
story of this global conflict remains untold. "The 4th World War" is the story of a war without end and of those who resist.
The product of over two years of filming on the inside of movements on five continents and produced through a global net-
work of independent media and activist groups, it is a true global film from our global movement. From the front-lines of
conflicts in Mexico, Argentina, South Africa, Palestine, Korea, 'the North' from Seattle to Geneva, and the 'War on Terror'
in New York, Afghanistan, and Iraq, it is the story of men and women around the world who resist annihilatation by war. 

OCCUPATION  101

"Occupation 101" is a nationally-acclaimed documentary that presents a comprehensive analysis of the facts and hidden
truths surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and dispels many of its long-perceived myths and misconceptions. The
film details life under Israeli military rule, the United States' role, and sheds light on the major obstacles which stand in the
way of a lasting and viable peace. 

MSAWestsuggests...
In the Early Hours
by Khurram Murad
http://www.scar.utoronto.ca/~msa/text

Milestones
by Sayyid Qutb
http://www.youngmuslims.ca/online_library/books/milestones/

Majmu'at al-Rasa'il
by Imam Hasan al-Banna
http://www.masmn.org/documents/Books/Hasan_Al_Banna/Rasail

To Be A Muslim
by Shaykh Fathi Yakan
http://www.masmn.org/documents/Books/Fathi_Yakan/To_Be_A_Muslim

The Autobiography of Malcolm X
by al-Shahid al-Hajj Malik al-Shabazz
Available for sale online

A People's History of the United States: 1492-Present
by Howard Zinn
Available for sale online

Lies My TeacherTold Me:
Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wr ong
by James W. Loewen
Available for sale online

Arabs & Israel for Beginners
by Ron David
Available for sale online

Revolution by the Book: The Rap Is Live
by Imam Jamil Al-Amin
Available for sale online

Die NiggerDie! A Political Autobiography
by Imam Jamil Al-Amin
Available for sale online

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee:
An Indian Histor y of the American West
by Dee Brown
Available for sale online





Upcoming Events 2007

JANUARY 27TH : REGIONAL ACTION MEETING

FEBRUARY 12TH -16TH : ISLAMIC AWARENESS WEEK

FEBRUARY 17TH : 2ND MSA WEST DELEGATE MEETING, NORCAL

M ARCH 31ST-A PRIL 2ND : TAJDEED RETREAT, SOCAL

APRIL 14TH -16TH : MSA NATIONAL CONFERENCE, UC BERKELEY

APRIL 21ST: 3RD MSA WEST DELEGATE MEETING

M AY 1ST-31ST: MUSLIMS FOR JUSTICE MONTH

M AY 7TH -11TH : PALESTINE AWARENESS WEEK

JULY 14TH : MSA WEST ELECTIONS

March 31st - April 2nd


